
PAPER 3 PROMPT:  

THE CIVIL WAR IN MODERN MEMORY 

Due by the beginning of class on Thursday, 16 April 2015 

(4-6 typed pages, 1” margins, 12-pt. Times New Roman, double-spaced, submitted electronically via ANGEL) 

Paper should be submitted in both HARD and ELECTRONIC copies via ANGEL 

Please use .doc or .docx format (I cannot read .odx or .pages files) 

For your third paper assignment, you will consider the various ways in which Americans (and 

perhaps even others throughout the world) have grappled with the memory and legacy of the 

American Civil War. Your sources for the paper will be as follows: 

 Tony Horwitz, Confederates in the Attic; 

 The film Glory; 

 Class lectures for Sessions 23 and 24 (Tues., 7 Apr. and Thurs., 9 Apr., available on 

ANGEL), and; 

 One additional piece of Civil War-related popular culture (your choice; suggestions below).  

Your paper must do the following:  

1. Briefly summarize each of your sources (for Confederates in the Attic, you needn’t summarize 

the entire work; a single theme (Civil War reenactment, Southern ‘heritage’ organizations, the 

commemoration of historic sites, or the public display of the Confederate [battle] flag) will 

suffice; 

2. Assess the historical accuracy / inaccuracy of these particular sources or the incidents they 

portray / depict. You may need to do some independent research to answer this question;  

3. Describe how these sources reflect (or do not reflect) the models of Civil War memory that 

we will discuss in Sessions 23 and 24; 

4. Describe what you feel is the best way to remember / commemorate the Civil War (whether 

we discussed it in class or not), and;  

5. State which of the sources in your paper accords with this ideal most closely.  

N.B. Your chosen mode of commemoration need not be historically accurate. Rather, it 

should reflect the lesson (moral, historical, or otherwise) that you believe people should take 

away from the war. 

To support your claims, please cite course materials and/or lectures using simple parenthetical 

citations, e.g. (Horwitz, 36), (Glory), or (Trainor, 9 April 2014 lecture).  

A successful essay will: 

 have a title that reflects and concisely summarizes the argument and/or themes of the paper; 

 have a strong, incisive, and well-defined thesis; 



 have a graceful, well-crafted introduction and conclusion; 

 have strong paragraph topic sentences that summarize the content of the following 

paragraph, and demonstrate strong, clear links to the overall argument of the paper; 

 demonstrate mastery of the ideas and concepts described in the books and lectures above; 

 include meaningful citations of course materials; 

 be effectively organized; 

 show signs of close and careful proofreading. 

While I will NOT take off points for spelling and grammar mistakes, inappropriate word choice, or 

poor writing style, I do smile upon well-crafted essays. With that in mind, I’d like to offer several 

tips for writing and organizing your papers effectively:  

1. Do not try to sound smart (i.e. write in an affected academic fashion). You are smart. And 

that will come across. Bloated vocabulary will only make you sound desperate (and more 

often than not, students who try to inflate their vocabulary end up using such words 

incorrectly). You may even consider writing your essays by hand before typing them. I find 

that many undergraduates write more clearly and effectively when they trade in the 

keyboard-and-screen for pen-and-paper.  

2. Outline your argument first, then translate it into prose. This will help you figure out the 

structure of your essay before you have to worry about word choice, grammar, and spelling. 

Please do not dismiss this as a juvenile exercise! Many, if not most, books and dissertations 

begin with detailed outlines.  

3. Read your essay aloud to yourself. If and when you stumble over a sentence or phrase, 

rewrite it. Repeat this process until you stop stumbling. 

4. Most importantly, consider making use of Penn State’s many writing-related resources 

(including making an appointment with a Boucke writing tutor: 

https://pennstatelearning.psu.edu/tutoring/writing). 

Paper 3 will be worth 15% of the final grade. The grading scale is available on the course syllabus. 

  

https://pennstatelearning.psu.edu/tutoring/writing


SUGGESTED ADDITIONAL SOURCES: 

FILMS 

 Lincoln (2012) 

 Gettysburg (1993) 

 Gods and Generals (2003), WARNING: long and racist. 

 Gone with the Wind (1939), WARNING: long and racist. 

 Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter (2012) 

 Cold Mountain (2003) 

 Birth of a Nation (1815), WARNING: long, racist, and generally reprehensible. 

 The General (1926) 

 North and South (1885), WARNING: SWAYZE ALERT. 

BOOKS 

 Stephen Crane, The Red Badge of Courage 

 Michael Shaara, The Killer Angels 

 Margaret Mitchell, Gone with the Wind 

 Charles Frazier, Cold Mountain 

 John Jakes, North & South 

 Harry Turtledove, The Guns of the South, WARNING: SPACE ALIENS. 

 Richard Adams, Traveller (written from the perspective of Robert E. Lee’s horse) 

MUSIC 

 The Band, “The Night They Drove Old Dixie Down” 

 Titus Andronicus, The Monitor 

OTHER 

 The commemorative landscape (i.e. monuments, museums, etc.) of a major Civil War 

historical site (including the battlefield at Gettysburg, Antietam, and other major battlefields). 

N.B. Django Unchained is not an acceptable option because it does not deal specifically 

with the Civil War. 


