
GROUP DISCUSSION PROMPT: 

ALL THE TOPICS THAT DR. TRAINOR SHOULD HAVE COVERED BUT DIDN’T 

50-minute group presentations due on the following dates: 

Group #1: Friday, 30 September | Group #2: Friday, 7 October 

Group #3: Friday, 4 November | Group #4: Friday, 18 November 

OVERVIEW 

Working with 3-to-5 of your classmates, I would like you to organize a group discussion on some topic 

pertaining to the history of fashion and body care in the United States. This discussion will be curated and 

directed by your group, but will ultimately include all of your classmates.  

Discussion topics may be drawn from the recent past, the furthest recesses of American history, and 

everywhere in between. They may be narrow (like parachute pants) or broad (like bras or 1970s fashion). 

The only requirement is that you must choose a topic that a) all of your group members find compelling 

and b) has not already been covered by the course syllabus. 

Potential topics include: 

 Air Jordans 

 Athleisure 

 Bloomers 

 Boat Shoes 

 Botox 

 Brazieres 

 Breast Implants 

 Butt Enhancement 

 Fur Coats 

 Knee Breeches 

 Leather Jackets 

 "Metrosexuality" 

 Hipster Beards 

 Nail Polish 

 Neckties 

 Pantyhose 

 Parachute Pants 

 Polyester 

 Powdered Wigs 

 Skin Whiteners 

 AND MANY MORE! 

REQUIREMENTS 

A successful presentation will include the following elements: 

- It will build upon 3-5 pre-circulated, brief or medium-length readings (~4k words of fewer) that 

speak to one or more aspects of your topic’s social, cultural, historical, political, economic, or 

environmental significance. 

o Please note: these readings must be credible. They needn’t come from a scholarly journal 

or well-known publication. Some of the best, most informative writing on fashion and 

body care, after all, comes from blogs and other ‘informal’ sources. But the author of each 

reading must, at very least, seem to have some sort of expertise on your topic. 

- It will be organized around 3-5 pre-circulated, pre-approved questions concerning one or more 

aspects of your topic’s social, cultural, historical, political, economic, or environmental 

significance. 

- It will show evidence of organization, forethought, and careful research on the part of the 

discussion leaders. 
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GROUPS 

Groups will be determined in class on Friday, 26 August. 

TIMELINE 

3 weeks prior to group discussion:  

Group members must submit their topic to ST for approval. If ST approves of the group members’ topic, 

no further action is required. If he disapproves of their topic, he will provide guidance on how to identify 

a stronger or more manageable topic.  

2 weeks prior to group discussion:  

Group members must submit their readings to ST for approval. If ST approves of the group members’ 

choices, he will post their readings directly to Canvas. If he disapproves of their readings, he will provide 

guidance on how to select stronger readings. 

1 week prior to group discussion:  

Group members must submit their discussion questions to ST for approval. If ST approves of the group 

members’ questions, he will post them directly to Canvas. If he disapproves of their questions, he will 

provide guidance on how to improve or reformulate them. 

Day of group discussion:  

Group members should arrive in the classroom as early as possible. This will give them plenty of time to 

arrange seating, set up a PowerPoint or Prezi (if they’ve chosen to create one), and/or circulate any 

materials that they believe will be useful to the discussion. 

Non-group members, meanwhile, should arrive in class having read the assigned readings and prepared 

preliminary responses to the discussion questions. 


