
MIDTERM PAPER PROMPT:  

TRENDS IN NINETEENTH-CENTURY AMERICAN FASHION AND BODY CARE 

Papers should be submitted electronically via Canvas by 11:59pm on Friday, 15 October 2016 

(Fewer than six typed pages, 1” margins, 12-pt. Times New Roman, double-spaced) 

Please use .doc or .docx format 

 

OVERVIEW 

By the time your midterm paper is due, we will have discussed four major trends in nineteenth-century 
American fashion and body care: Victorian women’s dress, men’s business suits, the rise of cleanliness, 
and the mid-century “beard movement.”  

In a paper of six pages or fewer, I would like you to: 

 Describe the meaning, significance, and historical trajectory of two of these trends; 

 Make a case for why the two trends you have chosen to discuss are more important than the 
trends you have chosen to omit, and; 

 Explain how these trends continue to influence the present, either in the United States or 
elsewhere. 

Each of these topics should be the subject of at least one paragraph. Your response to each point of the 

prompt should address WHY you think and feel the way you do. And your position on each of these points 

should be clearly and concisely reflected in your introductory paragraph. 

While you may consult outside resources for this paper, I would nevertheless encourage you to draw 

the bulk of your evidence from course readings. 

CITATION GUIDELINES 

In referencing sources, you should: 

 Cite course materials using simple parenthetical citations. Eg.: (Zakim 89). Please note: course 
materials should only be cited in the body of your paper; there is no need to include them in a 
Works Cited page. 

 Provide a full, MLA-style, bibliographic citation for any additional sources you’ve used in writing 
your paper in a concluding Works Cited page. Please note: your Works Cited page will NOT 
count toward your overall page count. 

 Reference the sources above within the body of the paper using simple parenthetical citations. 
Eg.: ([Outside Source Author] 132). 

STYLE GUIDELINES 

Stylistically, a successful essay will: 

 have a title that addresses / summarizes the argument and themes of the paper; 

 have a strong, incisive, and well-defined thesis; 
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 have a graceful, well-crafted introduction and conclusion; 

 have strong paragraph topic sentences that summarize the content of the following paragraph, 

and demonstrate strong, clear links to the overall argument of the paper; 

 be effectively organized; 

 show signs of close and careful proofreading. 

With that in mind, I would like to offer several tips for writing and organizing your papers effectively:  

 Do not try to sound smart (i.e. write in an affected academic fashion). Short, simple, well-crafted 

sentences reveal your intelligence more effectively than any other kind of prose. 

 Write your essay by hand before typing it. Students often write more clearly when they do not 

have an electronic thesaurus at their disposal.  

 Outline your argument first, then translate it into prose. This will help you figure out the structure 

of your essay before you have to worry about word choice, grammar, and spelling.  

 Read your essay aloud to yourself. If and when you stumble over a sentence or phrase, rewrite it. 

Repeat this process until you stop stumbling. 

 Make use of UF’s many writing-related resources. These include the UF Writing Studio: 

http://writing.ufl.edu/writing-studio/  

I will be happy to discuss the contents of your papers and read polished drafts during office hours.  

http://writing.ufl.edu/writing-studio/

