
PAPER 2 PROMPT:  

AMERICAN MUSIC IN SOCIAL AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

Due by the beginning of class on Monday, 9 November 2015 

(4-6 typed pages, 1” margins, 12-pt. Times New Roman, double-spaced) 

Paper should be submitted in both HARD and ELECTRONIC copies via Canvas 

Please use .doc or .docx format (I cannot read .odx or .pages files) 

In this paper, you will situate a genre of American music in its social and historical context. You may 

choose one of the genres we have discussed in recent weeks (including blues, jazz, and rock and roll), or 

you may opt to research a genre of music that we have not addressed in class. Examples of the latter 

include country and western, bluegrass, zydeco, boogaloo (or bagalú), rhythm and blues, soul, funk, 

gospel, disco, rap, and many others. You may even choose to focus on a major subgenre such as the 

Bakersfield sound, hard bop, prog rock, or mafiaso rap. The only requirement is that you focus on a 

genre of music that has primarily originated in the United States. 

Once you have chosen your subject (and had your choice approved by your instructor), you will answer 

the following questions in a four to six page essay. Most, if not all, of these questions should be the 

subject of their own paragraph. And all of them should be directly addressed, in some capacity, in the 

essay’s introductory paragraph. 

1. Where, when, and among whom did this genre originate? 

2. Who are some of its leading artists? 

3. What kinds of social and cultural factors gave rise to this music? 

4. What are some common themes addressed in this genre? 

5. Who listens to this music and why? 

6. How has this genre of music helped shape and define the community of people who listen to it? 

7. What kinds of social and historical repercussions has this genre had? 

This paper will likely require some original research on your part. Basic information on the leading artists 

in a given genre should be easy to find online; but reliable information on the social and historical 

setting of the genre – particularly those genres that we did not discuss in class – will likely require the 

assistance of librarians at Santa Fe library.  

In deference to the busy schedules of Santa Fe’s librarians, please plan to contact them regarding 

research materials NO LATER THAN MONDAY of WEEK 9 (19 October 2015). Information on how to 

make a research appointment with a Santa Fe librarian can be found here: 

http://www.sfcollege.edu/library/index.php?section=help/chat 

Because this paper will make reference to sources that are NOT required source texts, I expect your 

paper to include a detailed works cited page, as well as parenthetical citations in the BODY of the text 

that make reference to the works cited page. For example: 

 

http://www.sfcollege.edu/library/index.php?section=help/chat


Body (example): 

“Muddy Waters and Howlin’ Wolf’s heated dispute over who would enjoy the services of Hubert 

Sumlin’s guitar playing concluded when Sumlin return to Wolf’s band, after briefly playing with Waters 

(Doe, 53).” 

Works Cited: 

Doe, John. From the Delta to Chicago: The History of Blue Music in America. New York: Publishing House, 

1995. 

In addition to the requirements above, a successful essay will: 

 have a title that addresses / summarizes the argument and themes of the paper; 

 have a strong, incisive, and well-defined thesis; 

 have a graceful, well-crafted introduction and conclusion; 

 have strong paragraph topic sentences that summarize the content of the following 

paragraph, and demonstrate strong, clear links to the overall argument of the paper; 

 demonstrate mastery of the ideas and concepts described in the books and lectures above; 

 include meaningful citations of course materials; 

 be effectively organized; 

 show signs of close and careful proofreading. 

*** PLEASE NOTE *** 

For Paper 2, I WILL NOT take off points for grammar and spelling mistakes.  

Nevertheless, I’d like to offer several tips for writing and organizing your papers effectively:  

1. Do not try to sound smart (i.e. write in an affected academic fashion). You are smart. And that 

will come across. Bloated vocabulary will only make you sound desperate (and more often than 

not, students who try to inflate their vocabulary end up using words incorrectly). You may even 

consider writing your essays by hand before typing them. I find that many students write more 

clearly and effectively when they trade in the keyboard-and-screen for pen-and-paper.  

2. Outline your argument first, then translate it into prose. This will help you figure out the 

structure of your essay before you have to worry about word choice, grammar, and spelling. 

Please do not dismiss this as a juvenile exercise! Many, if not most, books and dissertations 

begin with detailed outlines.  

3. Read your essay aloud to yourself. If and when you stumble over a sentence or phrase, rewrite 

it. Repeat this process until you stop stumbling. 

4. Most importantly, consider making use of Santa Fe’s many writing-related resources. These 

include the Santa Fe Writing Lab: 

http://www.sfcollege.edu/academicfoundations/?section=learning_labs 

http://www.sfcollege.edu/academicfoundations/?section=learning_labs


You may also consider using the Paradigm Online Writing Assistant: 

http://www.powa.org/       

Please aim to have a draft of your paper ready by Weds., 4 November 2015 (note: this MAY require 

you to read ahead). This will give you an opportunity to discuss your argument in class. I will also be 

happy to discuss the contents of your papers and read polished drafts via email or in office hours.  

Paper 1 will be worth 20% of the final grade. The grading scale is available on the course syllabus. 

http://www.powa.org/

